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environmental provisions would de-
stroy free trade. If free trade cannot
accommodate labor and environmental
concerns, it does not deserve to be
known as free.

If the extension of the right for labor
to organize, the right to free speech
and the right to a safe and livable envi-
ronment are things that would destroy
a trade regime, maybe we should recon-
sider our trade priorities. Adding labor
and environmental rights as a side
agreement or included with fig-leaf
compromises is completely unaccept-
able. We learned our lesson with
NAFTA, the hard way.

President Bush said, and I quote, ‘‘I
am confident I will have trade pro-
motion authority by the end of the
year because I think most people in the
United States Congress understand
that trade is beneficial to our hemi-
sphere.

‘‘It is in our Nation’s best interest to
have the President have trade pro-
motion authority,’’ he said.

Congress does understand that trade
can be beneficial to our hemisphere.
We also know it can be unbeneficial.
We do not need Fast Track to create a
trading system that is fair to all na-
tions and workers. We need a trading
system that will lift up workers every-
where and help us maintain our stand-
ard of living in America. We need a
trade agreement that will lift workers
up, not leave behind 2,000 more families
in Toledo while factories in Mexico
gear up to meet a demand for a very
popular vehicle on the backs of an ex-
ploited workforce that works for slave
wages.

Madam Speaker, our rallying cry as
we approach the Free Trade Agreement
of the Americas debate must be free
trade among free people and no less.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. BROWN of Florida addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

WE MUST CONTINUE TO STRUG-
GLE AGAINST FORGETTING THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I
stand in strong support of the Special
Order commemorating the Armenian
genocide; and I commend my col-
leagues, the gentleman from New Jer-

sey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KNOLLENBERG), for
putting this Special Order together and
for keeping the issue of the Armenian
genocide at the forefront here in Con-
gress.

The tragic occurrence perpetrated
against the Armenian people between
1915 and 1925 by the Ottoman Turkish
Empire is of great concern to me and
members of my constituency. During
this relatively brief time frame, over
1.5 million Armenians were massacred
and more than 5,000 were exiled. Unfor-
tunately, the Turkish Government has
not recognized these brutal atrocities
as acts of genocide. Nor is it willing to
come to terms with these horrific
events of the past that many of their
ancestors participated in.

Prior to the Armenian genocide,
these brave people with a history of
over 2,500 years in the region were sub-
ject to numerous indignities and peri-
odic massacres by the sultans of the
Ottoman Empire. The worst of these
massacres prior to 1915 occurred in 1895
when as many as 300,000 Armenian ci-
vilians were murdered, and those who
survived were left completely des-
titute.

Despite these events, Armenians
have survived as a people and a culture
throughout Europe and now through-
out the United States. The Turkish
Government needs to come to terms
with the past and work towards im-
proving the future. Turkish groups
have suggested that since Turks were
also killed during that time frame it
should not be considered a genocide.

Genocide is the systematic, planned
annihilation of a racial, political, or
cultural group. It happened to the Jews
in Germany, and it did happen to the
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.

I am well aware of the importance of
Turkey as an ally in an unstable region
and a frontline NATO state. However,
the Turkish Government must offi-
cially recognize the atrocities of its
predecessors in the Ottoman Empire. I
believe that by failing to recognize
such barbaric acts one becomes
complicit in them.

Milan Kundera, the once-exiled Czech
novelist, has written, ‘‘The struggle of
man against power is the struggle of
memory against forgetting.’’

I believe that we, too, must continue
to struggle against forgetting. This
Special Order begins that process. This
genocide and its lessons must never be
forgotten.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WEINER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SHERMAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DOOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DOOLEY of California addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHOO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. ESHOO addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

APRIL 24, 1915, ANNIVERSARY OF
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. FER-
GUSON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, I
join my colleagues today to remember
a horrific atrocity in history, the Ar-
menian genocide. April 24 is recognized
as the anniversary date of this geno-
cide, when Armenian intellectuals and
professionals in Constantinople were
rounded up and deported or killed.

From 1915 to 1923, a million and a
half Armenians were killed and count-
less others suffered as a result of the
systematic and deliberate campaign of
genocide by the rulers of the Ottoman
Empire.

Half a million Armenians who es-
caped death were deported to the Mid-
dle East. Some were fortunate enough
to escape to the United States.

Madam Speaker, I am thankful that
more than a million Armenians man-
aged to escape the genocide and estab-
lish a new life here in the United
States. In my Seventh District in New
Jersey, I am proud to represent a num-
ber of Armenian-Americans. They have
enriched every aspect of New Jersey
life, from science to commerce to the
arts.

Our statements today are intended to
preserve the memory of the Armenian
loss and to honor those descendants
who have overcome the atrocities that
took their grandparents, their parents,
their children, and their friends. We
mark this anniversary each year to re-
mind our Nation and to teach future
generations about the horrors of geno-
cide and oppression endured by the Ar-
menian people.

We must commit ourselves to ensur-
ing that America remains a beacon of
tolerance and openness and diversity.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-21T10:58:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




